
Fall 2015 
 

Opportunities for 
learning and personal 

development at  
St John’s 

St John the Evangelist  

Anglican Church 
Elgin Street at Somerset 

613-232-4500 

www.stjohnsottawa.ca 

To register for any of these events, 
please sign up in the hallway leading to 
the parish hall or contact the office for 

more information.  613-232-4500. 

 

More Opportunities for 

Learning 

Ottawa School of Theology and 
Spirituality (OSTS):  The OSTS opens its 
doors to all who have an interest in 
deepening their understanding of theology 
and spirituality. Courses offered at the 
OSTS are available in both the fall (Sept. 
21 to Nov. 30) and winter (Jan. 11 to Mar. 
21) and cost $75 per term.. Classes are 
held on Monday evenings starting at 7:30 
p.m. at the Dominican University College 
(near Bronson and Somerset).   To see 
courses offered and to register, go to 
www.osts.ca. 

 

Sunday Services 

8:00 a.m. A quiet start to the day 

10:15 a.m. Our main worship service 
 

Third Thursday 

2:00 p.m.  Seniors’ Fellowship 

 

Any questions? Please contact us. 

The Church of St John the Evangelist 

154 Somerset Street West 

Ottawa, ON 
K2P 0H8 

613-232-4500  

www.stjohnsottawa.ca 

The Birth of Jesus 
by Bishop John Shelby Spong 

Small Group Book Discussion for Advent 

4 Wednesdays, Nov 25, Dec 2, 9, 16 

Classroom 2, Noon—1:00 pm  

The account of the birth of Jesus in St. Luke’s 
Gospel is lyrical and inspiring.  But The Birth of 
Jesus, by Bishop John Shelby Spong, (2014), 
persuasively argues that it is allegory. Layer by 
layer, the author weighs every element of the 
New Testament stories of the birth and ministry of 
Jesus against Old Testament legends, building a 
convincing case. 

The 96-page book can be downloaded for US$7 
from: https://progressivechristianity.org/resources/
the-birth-of-jesus-in-digital-format/. It is also 
available in hard copy for US$15 (plus postage) 
from: http://progressivechristianity.org/resources/
the-birth-of-jesus-2/  or phone 1-253-507-8657 

We will meet over lunchtime (bring your lunch), to 
reflect on the book and share our thoughts. For 
further information please contact Tony Lovink, 
alovink@rogers.com  or call/text 613-853-5679.  

Blindness and Sight 
Mini-Retreat for Advent 

with Carol Edgar 

Sat Dec 5, 2-4 pm, Chapel 

An Invitation:    Is there a way you can affirm, "I 
was blind but now I see"?  A mini-retreat to 
explore where blindedness and seeing might 
show up in our lives, to be offered by spiritual 
director Carol Edgar in the chapel on Saturday 
December 5, 2015 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., will 
include a candle to centre us, a question to start 
us off, singing and readings, breathing exercises 
and a guided imagery meditation followed by 
individual reflection, gentle dance movements and 
optional sharing to bring us back together, and a 
litany and blessing to send us on our way.  
 

Come and explore where blindness and sight 
might lead!  
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mailto:alov/hich/af0/dbch/af39/loch/f0%20ink@rogers.com


Introduction to the Organ 
with Gordon Johnston 

Wednesdays, Oct 7  and 28 

7:30—8:30 pm in the Church 

We are blessed with two beautiful organs, a 
baroque-style pipe organ and a modern digital 
organ.  Come prepared to listen, to ask 
questions and to experience the great variety of 
sounds possible.    Gems of the Baroque will 
be the theme on Wednesday October 7, and  
Four Centuries of Canadian Organ Music will 

be featured on Wednesday October 28. 

 

Community Connect 
with a Public Health Nurse 

Thursday Nov 19 

3:30—4:30 pm in the Parish Hall 

A nurse from Ottawa Public Health will lead a 
discussion on reducing social isolation of older 
adults, how to identify and connect an at-risk 
older adult to supports, as well as services and 
programs in Ottawa. 
 

Faith on Film 

Saturday Nov 21, 4-9 pm 

2976 Marcel St. 

Home of Bruce & Mary Frances Marshall 

All are welcome to attend this evening of 
fellowship and meaningful discussion.  We will 
watch together the film  Quartet (2012).  This 
will be followed by a potluck meal and guided 
discussion.  This event is always a good time 
and newcomers are especially welcome.  
Transportation can be arranged.   

 

St John’s Women’s Retreat 

Fri Oct 16, 5:00 pm—Sat Oct 17, 5:00 pm 

Galilee Retreat Centre, Arnprior 

 

Again this year the women of St John’s will 
gather for a time of respite and fellowship.   The 
2015 retreat will feature some new workshops, 
including the story of an immigrant to Canada, 
singing for beginners and seasoned singers 
alike, as well as favourite sessions from previous 
years (art, yoga, meditation).  All women are 
invited to join the retreat and to bring a friend – 
this is an experience best shared!   

Check-in begins at the Galilee Retreat Centre on 
Friday October 16 at 4:00 pm.  Car-pooling will 
be arranged.  The buffet dinner begins at 5:30 
pm.  The retreat ends Saturday at about 5:00 
pm.  Cost is $140 for a single room, $120 for a 
shared room, including meals.  Subsidies are 
available.  

To reserve a place, please fill in the registration 
form available at the back of the church, on the 
St John’s website or in the parish office and 
return it to the office with your cheque payable to 
the Church of St. John the Evangelist  and 
marked 'women's retreat' on the memo line.   

For further information contact Vicki Milnes (613-
741-4624, vickimilnes705@rogers.com). 
 

 

“Fresh Manna” 
Sunday Morning Bible Reflections 

Sundays, 9:00 am 

Classroom #1 

Every Sunday morning for 1 hour before the 
10:15 am worship, we gather to read and draw 
from the daily readings for the service, to seek 
their relevance and application in our lives.   This 
group has an informal structure, so come and join 
us wherever you are on your journey.   For further 
information, please contact Karen Berg  (613)222-
9511 or by email:  karen_6@sympatico.ca. 

Rector’s Pub Night 

Wed Sept 23, 7-9 pm 

Fox and Feather Pub,  238 Elgin Street 
 

Come and join Beth in getting to know one 
another, dreaming new dreams and visioning 
ways to engage our local community. 

Potluck Supper & Hymn Sing 
with Gordon Johnston 

Sun Sept 27, 5-7 pm 

Parish Hall and Church 

To get back into the groove of fall, let’s get 
together for supper and singing.  After the potluck, 
we will gather around the piano in the church to 
sing hymns.  You can request a favourite hymn 
(in advance) if you like.  There will be a wide 
variety of music from early Christian hymns to 
modern music.  Gordon will tell stories about the 
hymns and the various saints and scallywags who 
wrote them.  

 

 To register for any of these events, 
please sign up in the hallway leading to 
the parish hall or contact the office for 

more information.  613-232-4500. 

mailto:karen_6@sympatico.ca

