
CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
June 18, 2013

Present: Brian Cameron (minutes), Mitzi Campbell, Joan Dolphin, Barbara Dorrell, 
Barbara Dransch, Gloria Fox, Rob Heard (priest-in-charge), Margaret Kasurak, Jane 
Maxwell, Vicki Milnes, Monica Patten (chair), Reed Smith, Michelle Smulders 

Regrets: Patti Baratta, Mary Ellen Herbert, Talia Johnson, Emmy Verdun, Iain Wallace, 
Douglas Warnock

1. Welcome, opening liturgy, agenda review
Monica thanked Vicki for hosting this meeting in her home. Rob led the opening 
liturgy.

2 Minutes of  May 21, 2013
The minutes of the May 21, 2013 meeting were approved.

      
3 Priest-in-Charge

Looking back on his two years at St. Johns, Rob said he was proud of how hard 
Parish Council had worked, particularly just after his arrival, when Council met 
throughout the summer, working on conflict resolution, leadership and other 
issues. He has enjoyed working with us, and will miss us. He is also excited about 
our future, and has great confidence in Beth Bretzlaff as our new Rector.

4 Wardens’ Report
Barb and Brian said that Corporation had not met recently, and had nothing new to 
report. They are looking forward to working with Beth, and will be meeting 
informally with her later this week, along with other members of the Parish 
Committee.

5 Update on Volunteer Management Initiative
Patti Baratta is out of town, and was not able to distribute her Ministries Directory, 
so this item was postponed to the next meeting.

6 Continuing reflection and action arising from Retreat; progress to date
There has been some feedback that we have not made as much progress as we 
could on Moving Forward action items from the Retreat. In some cases, such as the 
St. John’s rite, this has been because we need to wait for involvement of the new 
Rector. It was suggested that the list of action items flagged at the Retreat be re-
circulated to Parish Council members, who can then review/update the list at the 
next meeting, and decide if there are issues they would like to be engaged in and/or
champion. Subcommittees can then be struck for those issues.



ACTION: All PC members to review list of action items, which will be re-
circulated before the September meeting.

Reports on the different Moving Forward priorities were as follows:

Worship
Rob and members of the Parish Committee commented on Beth’s keen interest in 
liturgy, and her view that the St. John’s Rite is good, but dated.

Christian Education
The Christian Education committee will be meeting on June 19 to finalize the adult 
program for the fall. Areas of study will include refugee awareness and pastoral 
care. There will be an Advent retreat and small group book discussion groups, as 
well as Faith on Film gatherings. A Bible study program will be developed when 
Beth arrives. A promotional brochure will be distributed in mid-summer. 

Church school has finished for the summer, but one of the classrooms may be 
opened up during services if needed. There was discussion about the high noise 
level from children during the most recent Sunday service. Solutions included 
making sure Duty Wardens open the nursery, and remove any items that could be 
used as projectiles from the children’s area at the back of the church. Duty Wardens
and sidespersons should also intervene if noise levels become disruptive and 
parents are not exercising control. It was noted that services will move into the 
Parish Hall at the beginning of August.
ACTION: Duty Wardens to note.

Welcoming and membership
The meeting for the new Greeters Ministry has been postponed until the fall.

Social Justice
Nothing to report, apart from the need for refugee awareness, which will be 
addressed in the fall Christian Education program.

Pastoral care and support 
Two people are interested in taking the pastoral care course, and assisting the 
pastoral care group with visits.

Financial Sustainability and stewardship
Rentals have been augmented with a new dance group. As reported at the last 
meeting, the Chamber Music Festival is no longer using St. John’s as a venue. The 
Fundraising Policy will be brought forward to the September meeting. The Ministry
Fair, under the auspices of the Stewardship Committee, has been tentatively 
scheduled for October 6. Jane reported that space is a problem for the Fair, and that
tables this year may be split between the Parish Hall and the Chapel.



7 Conversation Corner – summer schedule
It was agreed that concerns raised at the Conversation Corner should be brought to
Parish Council, unless they are urgent or of a pastoral nature. Issues discussed 
included:

• What has happened to the sign outside the church? (It is in storage awaiting 
re-painting.)

• The garden looks great.  (Tell Gay.)
• The smoking area needs to be fixed up. (This is being attended to.)
• The Well is asking for more space from St. John’s to accommodate a new 

Outreach Worker. (To be discussed with Well Liaison Committee this fall.)
• There are ongoing discussions with The Well about increasing recycling, 

with the hope of eventually eliminating the dumpster.
• One parishioner raised the idea of having a defibrillator in the church. It 

was pointed out that there would need to be a number of people trained for 
this to be useful, and that there might also be liability issues. Given that the 
EMS response time downtown is about 15 minutes, it was agreed that a 
defibrillator is not necessary. (ACTION: Jane to tell parishioner about 
PC’s response.)

It was agreed that we would continue the Conversation Corner in July and August 
on an ad-hoc basis (i.e., whoever is available on a given Sunday, rather than 
assignments in the roster). Reed will send a notice to this effect for the pew 
bulletin/TWS, and guest ministers will be asked to remind people as well. It was 
clarified that the Conversation Corner is in the organ loft.. ACTION: Reed and all 
PC members. 

8 Other Business
• October 26 was confirmed as the date for the parish dinner. 
• A decision about whether to use GIFT funding for either a part-time curate 

or a program assistant will be postponed until Beth has had time to assess 
the situation. GIFT leadership funding has been planned beginning with the 
2014 budget.

9 Closing and date of next meeting
Monica closed by thanking Rob for his indispensable encouragement and help in 
difficult times. We would be honoured if he and Beverley rejoined us later.
Next meeting: September 17, 2013

    


