
Parish Council Minutes 
Church of St. John the Evangelist
December 17, 2013

Present:,Beth Bretzlaff (priest), Brian Cameron, Mitzi Campbell, Barbara Dransch, Joan 
Dolphin, Barbara Dorrell, Gloria Fox, Mary Ellen Herbert (minutes), Talia Johnson, 
Margaret Kasurak, Jane Maxwell, Vicki Milnes, Monica Patten (chair), Reid Smith, 
Michelle Smulders, Emmy Verdun (treasurer), Iain Wallace, Douglas Warnock

Regrets: Patti Baratta

1. Welcome and opening prayer  

Council thanked Brian and Margot Cameron for welcoming them into their home for a 
Christmas potluck and for hosting the meeting.

2. Agenda review 

3. Adoption of minutes – November 19, 2013 

The minutes were adopted.

Reed noted that the next GIFT grant application deadline, mentioned in the first 
paragraph of item 5, should be corrected to read March 31, 2014, not May 31, 2014. 

4. Conversation with Beth Bretzlaff

Beth asked for feedback on standing communion. Following the discussion, it was 
decided that next Sunday there will be a single distribution point for bread. She noted 
arrangements could be made for people with mobility issues to have communion brought 
to them during the service and that more information will follow in the bulletin. She is 
still in the process of trying to understand what will make the liturgy flow better.

Early in 2014, the Pastoral Care Committee will be considering how best to plan for the 
future of the function.

Beth described some of the preparations for her Induction on the evening of January 12. 
There will be two baptisms at the morning service that day.

Beth is planning a newcomers’ event for younger adults (roughly ages 25-40). There are 
many people in this demographic in Centretown and she is seeing more newcomers of 
this age, especially at the 8:00 service.

On November 17, after church, twelve people attended the Intercessors’ Workshop, eight 
of whom are not currently intercessors. Beth will add the names of the people for whom 
the memorial flowers are given to the prayer card. She also noted that the names for 



intercession listed in the bulletin are held in prayer all week, not just during the liturgy. 
The prayer card and cycle of prayers are part of her overall review of liturgy.   

Tony Lovink and Alain Lanoix have volunteered to organize a potluck after Christmas 
Day services for anyone seeking fellowship then. They will donate a ham. Council 
supported their generous offer. Details will follow in the bulletin.

5. Wardens’ Report – Barbara Dransch and Brian Cameron

The Wardens have been working with staff, Corporation and Emmy to prepare the 2014 
budget. A draft will be presented to Council at the January meeting and then circulated to
the congregation in preparation for a general budget discussion on February 9 after 
church in preparation for Vestry.

The architects’ report on the narthex will come to Council at the January meeting in 
preparation for a discussion with interested parishioners after church on February 2.

There will be a Council retreat at St. John’s on Friday, February 28, in the evening and 
Saturday, March 1, for new Council members and those entering their second year.

A discussion paper for Council on the history, theology and practice of Stewardship 
information, including the relationship to pastoral care and fundraising, will be prepared. 
Reed proposed a focus group on the topic with someone from outside St. John’s leading it
and Monica and Beth will propose names. Iain noted that if changes were to be made, 
they would take at least a year to implement because of the pledging cycle.

6. Financial Report – Emmy Verdun

Emmy tabled the financial report to the end of November 30. Revenues from givings and 
rentals are somewhat lower than last year, as are expenses. The Parish received a large, 
unrestricted gift as a result of which the Parish will probably end the year with a balanced
budget. 

7. Conversation Corner

Council reviewed a number of comments compiled by Reed about the importance of 
French in the liturgy, the use of the celebration board, standing communion, the role of 
the Worship Committee, and the use of the St. John’s rite.

Beth commented that once she better understands how things work liturgically at St. 
John’s, the Diocese will be expecting St. John’s to develop new forms as we evolve. (See
also item 4 and item 9.)

Barbara Dransch reminded members that the Conversation Corner is for a two-way 
exchange. Members’ role there is to impart information as well as to make note of 
comments.



8. Follow-up from March 2013 Parish Council retreat

Brian will prepare a report on Council’s progress in response to the priorities identified 
for 2013 which will be included in the report to Vestry.

9. Nominations Committee

Barbara, Monica and Ian Myles are preparing a roster of candidates for the 2014 Council.
They are trying to ensure a balance of interests and demographics. So far, they have 
identified eighteen names of potential candidates. Council members with suggested 
names should contact one of them. 

Corporation is envisioning a Council made up of members, each of whom is also part of 
small member-non-member working groups on topics such as worship and pastoral care. 

10. Fundraising Events Policy

Barbara Dransch tabled a draft policy. Its discussion was postponed until the next 
meeting.

11. Next meeting – Tuesday, January 21, 2014, 7:00 pm.

12. The Grace


