
Minutes Parish Council Meeting
Parish Hall, Anglican Church of St John the Evangelist

154 Somerset St. W. Ottawa ON K2P0H8
March 18, 2014

Present: Rev. Beth Bretzlaff (Rector), Leslie Giddings (Chair), Emmy Verdun (Treasurer), Linda 
Clippingdale(Secretary), Michelle Smulders, Elliott Youden, Bob Green, Mitzi Campbell, Bryan 
Bondy, Stephen Giles, Douglas Warnock, Margaret Kasurak, Brian Cameron, Gloria Fox, Adrian
Cloete

Regrets: Barbara Dorrell, Reed Smith

Meeting called to order at 7:20 p.m.

1.  Opening Prayer/reflection
Bryan Bondy opened the meeting with a Bible reading and an inspirational prayer.

2. Using our Vision Statements to frame Governance.
Leslie thanked the Council and the Parish as a whole for our work towards achieving our 
vision goals.  She would like to make our meetings as reflective of our vision statements 
as possible in being true to our common values. She thanked Margaret for putting 
together the SWOT and Vision Documents.  She also referred us to the Feedback Form 
which could help with bringing back information from the various committees Parish 
Council members attend.

Parish Council discussed the concept of Parish Council Corner in its current format.  For 
the time being Parish Council Corner will happen informally at the coffee hour (by 
Council wearing orange name tags) to ease discussion or raise questions. 

Brian Cameron moved a motion that we go with the informal process at coffee hour.  
Agreed by consensus.

Leslie Giddings suggested adopting a protocol by which our discussions at Parish Council 
would be moderated to ensure that they are respectful and productive.  It was agreed 
that we had trust in the chair to do this.  It was also agreed that a time limit be set for 
each agenda item.

3. Rector’s Report
Beth noted the following:
- Ministry of Coffee to host a barbecue  with proceeds to St John’s – further 

information to follow.
- Thanked Elliott for the donation of a new microphone.



- Announced that Deacon Christine Jannasch is now the Chaplain at the Well and will 
be preaching at St John’s on April 6th.

- Three parishioners believe they have a calling to the priesthood.  Beth outlined the 
process towards ordination, including heavy parish involvement.

4.  Wardens’ Report

Brian noted that we need to have formal approval of the minutes from the last PC 
meeting.  Moved by Douglas Warnock, seconded by Margaret Kasurak, that the 
minutes of the February 18, 2014 meeting be adopted.  Agreed upon consensus.

The feedback on the Narthex proposal has been mostly positive.  Any change to the 
building requires Diocesan approval and a Special Vestry.  However, we first need to 
know that parishioners are willing to support this project financially.  To this end a 
consultation and information session will be held on Sunday May 4th.  This will be 
followed by an anonymous survey of the whole Parish.  When this information is 
available the Special Vestry can be called (hopefully for May 25th ) so that the proposal 
can go to the Diocesan Property and Finance meeting in June.  If approved, the targeted 
completion date would be the beginning of Advent.  Brian added that a funding proposal
has gone to the Anglican Foundation of Canada.  A general discussion on funding 
possibilities followed, including the need to communicate with the Stewardship 
Committee.

It was agreed that coffee will be served at the start of our meetings.  Margaret will 
prepare the coffee for the April meeting.

5. Treasurer’s Report
Emmy Verdun presented the Revenue and Expense statement for the period Jan. 1 to 
Feb. 28, 2014.  She reported that after two months, both revenues and expenses are 
close to their expected values.  The GIFT balance is also being tracked and monthly 
updates given.

6. Standing Committee Reports
Some corrections were noted for the Org. Chart.  The working group in column two is 
called the “Rentals Committee”, with the leader being Ian Miles.  Bob Green is the PC 
member on the Green Audit.  Michelle Smulders name should be removed from the 
Social  Action Committees: no social action committee yet except for the long-standing 
Centretown Social Action Committee.

Building Committee:  Stephen Giles attended the most recent Building committee 
meeting.  He reported that members were very familiar with the property and very 
dedicated.  There were some questions about decision-making, time-lines and 
tendering.  The capital budget they deal with is approved at Vestry.



There was a general discussion at this point and a suggestion that every Standing 
Committee should have the Chair attend Parish Council for the presentation of their 
budget and/or any major initiative to ensure information flow.  There is also a need to 
ensure proper turnover and succession planning for all committees.  We need to have 
more discussion on these issues in the future.

Communications:  Adrian Cloete (Chair) has prepared a document for the committee 
outlining a communications strategy over three years including doing a communications 
audit. (Will circulate to PC for feedback.)  One item he would like to move on now is to 
apply to the Diocese for a $700.00 subsidy that could be used to develop a parish logo as
part of a branding for St John’s.  It was moved by Adrian, seconded by Michelle, that 
this grant be applied for in order to commission a new logo.  Agreed upon consensus.

Christian Education: No one was specifically tasked to report on this committee.  Leslie 
spoke to this issue, suggesting there needs to be sharing of information – not just 
through the Chair.

Margaret suggested posting the organizational chart for parishioners to consult.

Bryan Bondy noted that we can all reach out to share informally.  He also volunteered to 
serve on the Pastoral Care Committee.  He will step down from the Christian Education 
Committee for now.

Beth reported that the Christian Education Committee has not met yet.

Stewardship Committee:  Beth reported that the Stewardship Committee has met and 
that it is a very exciting group.  However, there should be a member of Parish Council on 
this committee to facilitate communication.

It was suggested that the Chairs of Standing Committees be on the Parish Council or that
the Chairs could attend at least once a session.

Michelle volunteered to attend the next RAG meeting.

7.  Working Groups Next Steps

Tabled.

8. Upcoming Events: Congregational Resource Day (May 2014) and Money Values and Me
(June 2014)

Elliott, Bryan, Leslie, Margaret and Beth will attend the Congregational Resource Day.  
They will connect to decide which workshops to attend.



9. New Business

Mitzi wanted us to know  about a long-time parishioner who needed our prayers.

Stephen announced he has added his statement to our vision for St John’s: “An innovative 
Anglican Parish that is considered to be the leading spiritual centre of modern Christian 
worship in Centretown.”

10.  Next meeting:  Tuesday April 15th at 7:15

Elliott has volunteered to do the opening prayer and reflection.

The meeting adjourned with the Grace at 9:20 p.m.


