
 Minutes Parish Council Meeting

Parish Hall, Anglican Church of St John the Evangelist

154 Somerset Street West, Ottawa ON K2P 0H8

April 15, 2014

Present:  Rev. Beth Bretzlaff (Rector), Leslie Giddings (Chair), Emmy Verdun 
(Treasurer), Linda Clippingdale (Secretary), Michelle Smulders, Elliott Youden, Bob Green, 
Mitzi Campbell, Bryan Bondy, Stephen Giles, Douglas Warnock, Adrian Cloete, Barbara 
Dorrell, Reed Smith

Regrets:  Gloria Fox, Brian Cameron, Margaret Kasurak

Meeting called to order at 7:16

1.Opening Prayer/Reflection

Elliott Youden opened the meeting with a Bible reading and prayer.

2.Review of Agenda

The Treasurer’s report will be included under #6 of the agenda.

3.Minutes of March 18, 2014

It was moved by Elliott Youden, seconded by Michelle Smulders, that the minutes be approved.  
Adopted upon consensus.

4.  Presentation from Peter Anderson, Refugee Assistance Group (RAG)

Peter summarized the written document sent out in advance of the meeting (see Doc. #1) 
He pointed out that it has been a long time since St John’s has made an application for 
refugee sponsorship, and since his last briefing, the Parish Council has almost completely 
changed its membership.  RAG activities in 2013 are described in the Vestry report, the  
main activity involving support to an asylum seeker, Enitan Olajide and her children from 
Nigeria.

The RAG committee presented 3 cases for our approval:
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i) The first concerns St John’s involvement in a Diocese refugee sponsorship, originally 
approved in 2011, to bring a Palestinian Iraqi refugee family related to the Asmah family 
sponsored by the Diocese in 2011.  St John’s involvement is seen as principally in settlement 
support in partnership with MacKay United Church.  No financial commitment has been 
made as yet and arrival is not expected for at least two more years. (see para. 3 in RAG 
document)  Confirmation is requested for RAG to continue involvement in this Diocese 
sponsorship. 

ii) The second proposed sponsorship involves participation in the federal government’s 
BVOR program in partnership with Sponsorship Agreement Holders (our Diocese being one) 
whereby it will provide six months funding support for settlement of refugees that it 
identifies, with the sponsoring group providing any start-up costs and the remaining six 
months support.  (see para. 4 in RAG document) There is now a RAG member willing to take 
a leading role. The financial implications are not easy to define at this stage but St John’s has
always responded generously to such requests. Approval in principle is requested for the 
parish to sponsor a refugee family under the new blended program subject to Corporation
approval of the specific case.

iii) The third case, involving a Syrian Christian Refugee family with relatives in Ottawa,  
requires further investigation.  Peter predicts it will be at least 3 years before any ministerial 
approval is given. (see para. 5 of RAG document).  Approval in principle is requested for the
parish to sponsor this Syrian family, subject to further RAG investigation of the case and 
subject to Corporation approval of any sponsorship application.  

One question asked of Peter was whether or not the committee had the needed resources to 
take on the three cases.  Peter admitted that it is a bit of an issue – it is a big group (15 – 20 
people) but some people are suffering from burn-out.  He would definitely like to step back 
from a leadership role, having been active on the committee for some 25 years.  Don Smith is 
heavily involved at the Diocesan level.  |Moreover, although our obligation to the Bhutanese 
family is officially over, there is still heavy involvement with them. Neither RAG nor the Parish 
have done a very good job of spreading the responsibility around.  When asked if the committee
has the capacity for the above three projects, Peter thinks yes – but not all at once.  There is 
already someone willing to take on the leadership role for the BVOR case (John Campbell) and 
the case involving a Syrian Christian Refugee family will take a long time to happen because the 
process is incredibly bureaucratic.

Peter then asked for approval in principle for all three projects.
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   It was moved by Bryan Bondy, seconded by Barbara Dorrell,  that the Parish continue 
involvement in the Diocesan Sponsorship of the Palestinian Iraqi family as outlined in Peter 
Anderson’s RAG report. Seconded by Barbara Dorrell.  Adopted upon consensus.

It was moved by Stephen Giles, seconded by Elliott Youden, that the Parish sponsor a family 
through the Blended Visa Office Referral (BVOR) program.  Adopted upon consensus.

 It was moved by Bob Green, seconded by Doug Warnock, that there be continued 
investigation sponsorship of a Syrian Christian refugee family.  Adopted upon consensus.

Leslie acknowledged the work and support of the RAG committee and thanked them on behalf 
of the Parish Council for their continuing commitment.

Stephen Giles noted that he would  be willing to participate in the process of the BVOR 
program.

5.Rector’s Report

 The Rector announced that the Bishop will be visiting the parish on Sunday Jan. 4, 2015 and 
that there will be confirmation that day.  

The Rector is now on the Diocesan council till the Synod of 2015 and is also on the Diocesan 
Parish Ministries Committee.

The lunch provided by newcomers to thank the parish has been postponed until the fall.

The Rector asked for volunteers Thursday evening for the stripping of the altar etc. (Bryan, Leslie
and Linda offered).

There will be a special liturgy for the installation of the new Parish Council at a later date (Beth 
will email date)

During Easter Month we will be using a liturgy from New Zealand.

The Rector asked that we note the following dates when she will be absent from the Parish.

Sunday afternoon April 20th till Saturday April 26th the Rector will be in B.C. to visit her new 
granddaughter. The Reverend Rick Durrett will provide pastoral coverage.
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May 19 -23:  The Rector will be participating in continuing education, attending a conference on 
homiletics (preaching)   in Minneapolis with 2 colleagues . The Reverend Arran Thorpe will 
provide pastoral coverage.

Aug. 4 – Sept. 5:  The Rector will be on holiday.  The Right Reverend Peter Coffin will be 
presiding and preaching on Sunday August 10th and the The Reverend Laurette Glasgow will do 
so on the remaining three Sundays.  The Reverend Arran Thorpe will provide pastoral coverage.

Feedback on other committees: 

Bryan Bondy attended a meeting of the Pastoral Care committee on March 25, 2014.  Mary 
Ellen Herbert presented an action plan based on previous discussions re: defining the PCC’s role 
and the way forward.  Members agreed to follow the outline presented called “The evolution of 
pastoral care at St John’s.”  A strategic plan is expected to take over a year.

Building Committee:  met April 3, 2014. Bob Green reported on the highlights including  looking
at the problem of leaks, air conditioning, and setting new priorities/projects.  To date the 
Committee is within budget.

Stewardship Committee:  Gloria Fox submitted a written report on the Committee’s April 
meeting.  There was extended discussion about how to approach those on the parish list who 
don’t regularly donate financially to the operation of the church.  It was suggested that the idea 
be put out to everyone that there is no “they” but only “us” who can keep St John’s.  There was 
also discussion about the promotion of proportional giving.   

There was discussion about the timing of the next campaign taking the upcoming renovation 
project into consideration and not wanting to request financial support for both at once.  

It was decided that instead of one Sunday Ministry Fair we have one ministry highlighted each 
Sunday including a testimonial during announcements by a recipient who benefits from the 
ministry.  A table could be set up during coffee hour for people to learn more.  It was proposed 
that there be another Parish Supper on a Saturday in October followed by a guest preacher who
is part of our history the next day.

Deferred matters.  Organizational support from Parish Council is required for the Parish Supper.

Terrific Tuesdays:  Elliott attended the meeting held on April 8,2014 at which Maura Beecher 
thanked Parish Council for their assistance.  Numbers have been low lately but are on the rise 
with 20 participants at the last Terrific Tuesday.  Beth noted that she will attend the last TT 
before the summer break.  Roles and responsibilities were discussed but the status quo will be 
maintained until after the summer.  In June the committee will meet to discuss the future of TT  
There is a need to define mandate, roles, succession planning, volunteer engagement and need.
Parish Council is asked for continued support of volunteers and direction.
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6.Warden’s Report

In the absence of Brian and Margaret, Reed  Smith presented the Wardens’ report.  Margaret 
Kasurak has started her liaison post with The Well.  She will attend their quarterly liaison 
committee meeting.  In addition, the parish administrator, Kim Chadsey will meet monthly with 
the Director of The Well. One item we hope to encourage is for the Well to do more recycling.

Margaret will be reviewing past programming for Christian Education and will meet with both 
Vicki and Beth to look at future directions.  She will also be looking for a new chair for the 
committee.  There are a few revisions to the Organization Chart:  Gloria Fox and Michael Dowie 
are now members of the Stewardship Committee; Mitzi Campbell is a member of RAG; the AIDS
committee leader is Douglas Warnock; and the Foot Care Clinic leader is Peggy Lister. Note: the 
spelling of Bev Bewley’s name is Beverlee.

Margaret has offered to do coffee for the May meeting.

Brian Cameron has been very busy with the Narthex project.  A small sub-group met last week 
and more detailed drawings were reviewed.  A lighting consultant attended this meeting as well.
Hans is working with the construction manager on estimates.  The plan is to submit an 
application by the second week of May to the City of Ottawa (this does not imply a financial 
commitment before the Special Vestry).  There are two applications for external funding, for 
about $15,000.00 each. (Hope to hear results before Special Vestry).  The information session in
May is still on and there will be more details provided as to costs and loan costs. The 
anonymous survey will be launched the next day to assess the level of support the parish is 
willing to give.  The Special Vestry will now be held on the 1st of June (not May 25). The 
Diocesan committee meets on June 11th.  Assuming all goes as planned, construction could start
as early as the first week of July. In response to a question about the length of time for funding 
the Narthex project, it would be over five years with a maximum loan  estimated to be 
$150,000.

The workshop for duty wardens has been delayed until the Fall.

There will be renovations to the Parish Hall Kitchen, including the installation of a commercial 
dishwasher.  These changes will mean the Kitchen meets the code for renting out the Parish 
Hall.  The estimated costs are $3,500.00 for the dishwasher and $3500.00 for the additional 
work required. A question was raised as to whether the Parish should consider insulating the 
kitchen considering the problems with frozen pipes this past winter.  This matter will be raised 
with whoever is doing the renovations.
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Church Access and Keys

Corporation believes we need to get a better handle on the keys for the Church building,  

It was moved by Bryan Bondy, seconded by Linda Clippingdale, that Parish Council request 
“The Corporation” to approve separately re-keying the Rector’s office, including both the door
to the hallway and the door to the main office. Adopted with two abstentions.

There should also be a secure cabinet in Beth’s office for sensitive documents.

Note: Following the meeting Barbara and Linda agreed to take on the task of investigating the 
over-all key situation at St John’s and to come back to PC with recommendations.

7  Treasurer’s Report

Emmy Verdun reported that by the end of the first quarter the Parish should be at 25% of 
revenues and expenses and that we are getting pretty close to this.  It was notes that the high 
communication costs are due to the timing of the photocopier invoice.  Also, the date at bottom
of page re the Gift Fund should be March, not February. 

Adrian Cloete asked what is included under Communications and how much is really 
administrative costs?  Emmy suggested leaving things as they are for now and regrouping items 
later.  It is true that phone and photocopier costs are administrative expenses.

8. Communication Plan (see Doc. #2)

Adrian  presented a revised version of the Proposed Initial Steps for SJE’s New Communications 
Committee incorporating Parish Council members’ suggestions.   There are resource and 
financial issues to consider.  A motion was moved by Stephen Giles, seconded by Michelle 
Smulders to accept the proposal was presented tonight including the establishment of the 
Communications Committee and that the resources be provided to enable the plan to be 
implemented. Agreed upon consensus.

There was some discussion about the amount of time spent on some items during Parish 
Council meetings but it was also agreed that we have to balance discussion and productivity.

The meeting closed with the Grace.

The meeting adjourned at 9:24 PM
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