
MINUTES  PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Parish Hall, Anglican Church of St John the Evangelist

154 Somerset St. W. Ottawa ON
May 20th, 2014

Present:  Leslie Giddings (Chair), Emmy Verdun (Treasurer), Linda Clippingdale (Secretary), Mitzi 
Campbell, Margaret Kasurak, Adrian Cloete, Douglas Warnock, Elliott Youden, Brian Cameron, Reed 
Smith, Stephen Giles, Barbara Dorrell.

Regrets:  Beth Bretzlaff (Rector), Gloria Fox, Bob Green, Bryan Bondy

The meeting was called to order at 7:16 PM.

1. Opening prayer and reflection
Adrian Cloete did the Bible reading and opening prayer.

2. The minutes

It was moved by Elliott Youden, seconded by Adrian Cloete, that the April 15 th minutes be 
adopted.  Motion approved by consensus. Linda asked for approval to have Gordon Johnston 
post the minutes on the St John’s website after they have been approved at Parish Council. (This 
had been done previously and the minutes are also posted on the bulletin board.) This 
suggestion came from the Chair of the Stewardship Committee, Bill Broughton.   He also 
suggested having the monthly financial statements posted on the website. Emmy Verdun said 
she had no problem with this.  It was moved by Linda Clippingdale, seconded by Brian 
Cameron, that Parish Council continue to post the minutes and financial statements on the 
website as well as the bulletin board, with the approval of Corporation.  Adopted by 
consensus.

3. Process

Leslie suggested that we keep questions till the end of our various reports as issues may be 
clarified during the presentation.  The hope is that this will help us to keep to the allotted time.

4. The Rector’s  report (delivered by Brian Cameron in Beth’s absence at  a continuing education 
program in the U.S.)

The summer worship services, as has been the practice in past years, will be held in the Parish 
Hall from July 6th till Aug. 24th.



On Pentecost Sunday, June 8th, Bryan Bondy will be confirmed at the Cathedral at the 10:30 
service.  Bishop Peter Coffin will take the service at St John’s so that the Rector can attend the 
cathedral service.  The Rector submitted an update on her holiday plans – she will be absent 
from Aug. 3rd till Sept. 5th.  Sunday coverage in her absence will be as follows:

August 3 – David Seltzer

August 10 – Peter Coffin

August 17, 24 and 31 – Laurette Glasgow

Pastoral coverage will be provided by Arran Thorpe.

The Discernment Committees for Bryan Bondy, Leslie Giddings and Elliott Youden have been 
formed.  The first meeting will take place on May 31st.

Following up on the recommendation of the April  PC meeting the Rector’s office has new locks 
and she now has a locked filing cabinet for sensitive documents.

5. Wardens’ Report

 Brian Cameron reviewed the design plan, the costing and the measuring of parish support.  The 
anonymous survey has been completed though people can still fill out their forms if they wish.  
The response rate has been quite good - 42% of current donors.  Most people completed their 
forms on-line and chose the option of a five year plan.  (see documents provided by Reed 
Smith).  With such an encouraging response to this project the Special Vestry will be called for 
Sunday June 1st.  Brian indicated that corporation will recommend the full project, and as is 
normal practice at Vestry meetings, the vote will be by a show of hands.

There were a number of questions in addition to the ones suggested in Reed’s Questions and 
Answers document. Corporate sponsorship hasn’t been looked at yet but we are open to this 
idea. Emmy raised the issue of cash-flow and suggested that a question about the trees on 
Somerset be added to Reed’s document.   A question was also asked about late penalties being 
built into any contracts for this project (Brian assumed they would be.)  On the issue of the 
Rectory Fund, it was decided to leave a significant amount in case of unexpected expenses.

Reed Smith reported that a Working Group is being formed to develop a policy on the handling 
of information concerning all monies received at St John’s, ie. Regular offerings, special 
donations and bequests.



6. Treasurer’s Report

Emmy reported that revenues and expenses as of April 30th are both at approximately 34% of 
budget. The higher than normal giving is largely due to a single donation of $8,000.00.  Rentals 
are doing well, as is the Community Shop.  She noted that Corporation had approved the 
expenditure of $7,000.00 for the purchase and installation of a commercial dishwasher, to 
permit rental groups to prepare and serve food in the Parish Hall.  The expenditure was not 
included in the budget approved at Vestry in February in 2014.  While the rental revenue will 
likely increase as a result of the new dishwasher, Emmy did not think that rental revenues would 
increase enough in 2014 to cover all the $7,000.00.  Parish Council asked Emmy to expand the 
notes to the April statement to explain that the $3,500.00 cost of installation includes some 
electrical work as well as new plumbing, countertop and cabinet to accommodate the new 
dishwasher.  The treasurer’s report was adopted by consensus

7. Committee Reports

Stewardship Report:  A written report was submitted by a member of the committee, Michael 
Dowie.
Christian Education: Both Douglas Warnock and Margaret Kasurak spoke to this item; in addition
a written summary of the May 13th meeting was submitted. There will be a brochure put out in 
June outlining Christian Education plans for the Fall.   The committee is looking at collaborating 
with other parishes and advertising each other’s special events.  Stephen wondered if there 
should be a discussion between the Christian Education and Communications Committees about
future dissemination of materials.  Margaret added that she is developing a mandate for the 
Christian Education committee which would reach out to all groups.  Leslie passed on a 
suggestion that people who help out with Sunday School be recognized in the bulletin with the 
list of other helpers at the 10:30 service.

Building Committee:  Stephen Giles reported on the May 8th meeting.  There is a huge hole in 
the window of the transept ($10,000 budgeted for this) as well as a hole in the roof which is 
leaking behind the organ.  Both these items have been upgraded to priority level.  Gay 
Richardson compiled a report on Greening of Sacred spaces.  Kim will discuss recycling and 
lowering of energy costs with the Well and Community Shop. Control of the church thermostats 
remains an issue (Stephen and Hans Stenman will meet with a consultant on this).  New air 
conditioning has been proposed for the main office and the Rector’s office. There was also 
discussion about the future of the wooden doors at the front of the Church.  The roof needs to 
be re-looked at (ice dam problems) and both the exterior and the nave of the church need a 
good cleaning.  The Parish Council agreed to setting a spring cleaning date for the 1st Saturday in 
June (the 7th) – all volunteers, equipped with rakes, shovel, pails etc. are welcome. 



8.  Report back on Keys and Locks situation at St John’s

As mentioned earlier, the Rector’s office now has new locks on both doors and she has a 
lockable filing cabinet.  Barbara Dorrell and Linda Clippingdale talked to a number of people 
about the number of different keys and whether or not the locks should be changed or at least 
re-keyed.  Although there was some concern about the “casualness” in handing out keys, 
especially in the past, the general feeling is that there is no urgency at present and that we 
should not go to the expense of changing the locks and keys.  

Note:  The Congregational Resource Day report was deferred till the June meeting.

Next meeting:  The last meeting before the summer will be June 17th at 6PM.  This will be a pot luck 
supper, either in the Parish Hall or in someone’s home (if someone volunteers their place).
Brian Cameron volunteered to do the opening reading and reflection.

The meeting adjourned at 9:12PM with the Grace.


