
MINUTES PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Saint John the Evangelist, Parish Hall  

September 16, 2014 
Coffee at 7pm, meeting at 7:15 pm 

Present: Margaret Kasurak (Chair), Emmy Verdun (Treasurer), Beth Bretzlaff (Rector), Brian 

Cameron, Gloria Fox, Bryan Bondy, Stephen Giles, Barbara Dorrell, Michelle Smulders, Douglas 

Warnock, Mitzi Campbell. 

Regrets: Leslie Giddings, Adrian Cloete, Linda Clippingdale.  

1. Opening prayer/reflection (Beth/Margaret) 

The Rector led us in prayer and Margaret read from Heart Steps, by Julie Cameron 

 

2. Volunteer for Secretary in Linda’s absence: Michelle Smulders 

 

3. Agenda was reviewed 

 

4. Approval of minutes of June meeting  

Beth clarified that Eliott Youden resigned instead of “sending regrets”.  A motion to 

approve the minutes was made by Gloria Fox, seconded by Brian Cameron.  Adopted by 

consensus. 

 

5. Rector’s Report: 

 

a. Beth gave an update on the discernment committees. 

b. Beth will be attending the annual Bishop’s Clergy Conference, Monday to 

Wednesday next week. 

c. Search for 2
nd

 clergy position: Rob Heard has declined to be an Honourary Assistant 

but will gladly be available on call. The Bishop is assisting with names and has 

suggested the Clergy Conference a good opportunity to search. The goal is to find a 

part-time assistant as opposed to a curate at this time. 

d. New night custodian: Greg Saygon. 

e. Guest preachers: October 19 – The Rev, Canon Dr. Judy Rois, Excecutive Director of 

the Anglican Foundation, will be guest preacher; pictures have been sent to her with 

updates thanking the AFC for their generous support of a $15,000.00.grant. Judy will 

attend the next Parish Council. October 26 – is Stewardship Sunday and The 

Reverend Canon Pat Johnson will preach. 

f. Gordon had a suggestion of a “parish pot-luck hymn sing”, suggested time October 

5
th

. The idea was well liked and it was agreed this could replace this year’s parish 

dinner, since another event would be the dedication of the Narthex upon completion. 



Douglas reminded us that the AIDS committee also organizes a pot-luck in 

December. 

g. Beth extended a heartfelt thanks to Brian Cameron for being able to have a true 

holiday, knowing the renovation was in capable hands. 

h. NB. Parish Hall paint colour was well received (Beth takes no credit and had no part 

in deciding) 

 

6. Warden’s Report: 

 

Brian Cameron (Rector’s Warden) reported on the Narthex renovation which has taken 

up most of his time. There was some feedback/curiosity from the community. (Beth stressed 

the importance of encouraging workers with appreciative comments if anyone was passing by.) 

 

Brian outlined some of the surprises and challenges that are common when renovating 

older buildings; in particular, the creation of “the hole” requiring more structural steel 

and more time. The front steps are done and work is concentrating on indoor finishing. 

Some changes in design were necessary due to City requirements, mainly regarding the 

shape of the railings and the ramp. A new design for both were shown with the ramp 

going closer to the building so as not to encroach on City property, or affect  the trees 

which belong to the City. More railing material will be added due to change in ramp 

design. Emmy suggested that investing in quality railings will save money over long 

term. Brian explained that while they are trying to reduce costs in some areas to offset 

higher demolition costs, savings will not come at the expense of quality. Some time is 

being donated to lay pavers and appreciation was expressed to supervisor, project 

manager and architect. 

 

7. Treasurer’s Report 

 

Emmy Verdun (Treasurer) presented the Revenue and Expense Statement for August 

31st, 2014.  To date the revenues were slightly behind. GIFT amounts tend to fluctuate 

and the community shop’s revenue will suffer somewhat due to closing during the 

renovation. Emmy suggested separating the Narthex expenses into a separate line in order 

not to skew the deficit. It was agreed by all that Centretown Churches Social Action 

should receive its funding. 

 

8. Standing Committee Reports 

 

Building Committee: Stephen Giles reported on the meeting of last Thursday (Sept 11) 

where issues discussed were as follows. a) Motion sensors to be installed in bathrooms 

such that lights would go on and off automatically. b) Exterior repairs included replacing 



soffits and facia in black aluminum, which would eliminate yearly painting; snow guard 

and heated cables on roof to prevent ice build-up, which would improve ramp safety in 

winter. Commercial eaves troughs would be installed on south side alleviating flooding in 

basement during heavy rain. c) Quotes for air conditioning the nave, fire door and the 

parish hall floor have been obtained. d) Vicki Milnes will re-organize the library in the 

Christian Education office. e) A new, beautiful sign is being made. f) September 27th and 

October 4
th

 volunteers will paint the hallway. Anyone wishing to help should email 

Stephen. Cost is further kept low by excellent sourcing by Jesse – thanks! 

 

Pastoral Care: No report. 

 

Communication: The committee has had difficulty finding common times to meet. It 

was discussed and encouraged that the individual members of the committee go ahead on 

their separate areas of interest, check in with corporation, and coordinate via email. 

Meetings will be held when necessary. 

 

Stewardship: Will meet Thursday evening 

 

RAG: The committee has been busy settling in the new family. Different ideas were 

discussed regarding an official welcome day. Dates suggested by RAG were not possible. 

Beth would like to meet with the family before deciding venue and/or welcome activity: 

attending service, pot-luck in their honour.  

 

9. Follow-up on Congregational Resource Day 

Issues presented were homogenizing finance tracking i.o.t. facilitate reporting between 

parishes. Workshop proposals are requested by October 17 if anyone would like to 

present at next Resource Day. 

 

10. New Business 

A. Replacement Parish Council member. 

B. Diocesan Council – Beth will be chairing the Parish Ministry Committee, which 

involves planning events for parishes such as Congregational Resource Day. 

C. Dedication ceremony for Narthex was tentatively scheduled for November 16th. 

Ideas were discussed for a Sunday morning for the parish, followed by an afternoon 

or open house to celebrate and invite the community, diocese and workers. Brian 

Bondy offered to work on press communication; Gloria Fox Brian Cameron and 

Margaret Kasurak also offered to help with planning. 

D. Sam Wells education event will be held October 3
rd

 and 4
th

: There is a fee involved 

which St. John’s could pay if necessary. Registration and additional information can 

be found on St. Mathew’s website: 



http://www.stmatthewsottawa.ca/index.php/what-s-new/events/sam-wells-2014 

Oct 2
nd

, 9 am – 1:30 pm St. John’s will present our experience/plans in outreach to 

the community. It provides chance for feedback from Sam Wells and other 

participating parishes. Please email Beth if you are interested in attending.  

E. SWOT review - We spent some time identifying numerous areas we have moved 

forward on that were identified during last year’s Parish Council retreat planning 

session. It was encouraging to see that many areas had been addressed or advanced in 

some way.  

 

Next Parish Council meeting to be held Tuesday, October 21 at 7 pm, firm start by 

7:15. Coffee volunteer needed . 

 

Judy Rois will present 1
st
 30 minutes of the next meeting. 

 

 

http://www.stmatthewsottawa.ca/index.php/what-s-new/events/sam-wells-2014

