
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

OCT. 21/14
7pm Coffee/7:15 meeting

DRAFT #2

Present:  Leslie Giddings (Chair), Emmy Verdun (Treasurer), Linda Clippingdale 
(Secretary), Beth Bretzlaff (Rector), Brian Cameron, Gloria Fox, Bryan Bondy, 
Stephen Giles, Reed Smith, Michelle Smulders, Adrian Cloete, Douglas Warnock , 
Guest: The Reverend Canon Judy Rois.

Regret: Mitzi Campbell, Barbara Dorrell, Margaret Kasurak

1. Opening Prayer and Reflection: led by Beth Bretzlaff

2. Introduction of the Rev. Canon Judy Rois

The Rector introduced our guest who will speak about the work of The Anglican 
Foundation. She is the Executive Director. 

3. The Anglican Foundation

Canon Rois began her presentation by thanking St. John’s for its $500.00 annual 
donation to the Foundation.  The Anglican Foundation was established in 1956 by 
General Synod for the purpose of receiving donations and disbursing financial 
assistance across the country.  It was agreed that every parish would donate a 
minimun of $50.00 a year to the Foundation. (To date 296 of the 1650 parishes have 
donated.) The Foundation is distinct from PWRDF which focuses on assistance 
overseas and to Aboriginal communities.

Our parish recently received one of the grants given out by the Foundation – a
$15,000 contribution to the Open Doors project.  Other recipients in our Diocese 
include the Bishop’s Poverty Initiative, Centre 454, St. Paul’s, and the Diocesan 
Archives.  In all $30,000,000 has been disbursed to a variety of Anglican activities 
across Canada, for music programs, accessibility, youth initiatives etc.  Recently the 
Foundation did a nation-wide survey of Anglicans to find out where people want 
their money to go.  Youth in particular had some exciting ideas . At present the 
Foundation is undertaking a marketing campaign with the tag-line “Imagine More” 
to raise awareness .  In fact, the October flyer features the Open Door project, with 
the Donor board in front of the Narthex renovation.

4. Review of Agenda and approval of Sept. Minutes
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The Rector made a couple of revisions to her report.  Bryan Bondy moved 
adoption of the minutes, seconded by Emmy Verdun.  Approved by 
consensus.

5. Narthex Update

Brian Cameron reported that both he and the Rector reported on the Open Doors 
project  at the recent Sam Wells event at St. Matthew’s. Sam Wells was intrigued by 
the project.  He used the metaphor of the curtain in the Temple,, and asked what the 
community would see when the curtain was drawn back. “How can you give beauty 
in a relational way?” he asked.  He suggested a 12 minute event at mid-day – not 
calling it worship, or anything that would be alienating to non-Christians, but 
perhaps something like “ a Glimpse of Heaven.” It could be music (as Beth and 
Gordon have already discussed) or meditations. Sam also loved the idea that the 
Ministry of Coffee, next door to St. John’s, is interested in acquiring one of the old 
front doors to make into a table. It will be like “an altar in the world,” he commented.

As far as construction is concerned, Brian noted that the ramp is in place and the sod
will soon be laid.  The tiles in the Narthex  are in place, but covered for protection 
during final stages of construction.  The stained glass window should be in place on 
Oct. 31st.  The doors are still a big unknown and after delivery it will still be about 2 
weeks to complete the renovation.  The railings should be up  in the next 2 weeks.  
The opening has been moved back to Nov. 30th, the 1st Sunday in Advent.  NB:  Since 
the meeting, we have discovered that the doors are indeed delayed so the Open 
Doors Open House will now be held on January 11th and the Bishop will dedicate the 
narthex at the 10:15 service that day.

Nominating Committee:  The nominating committee for next year’s Parish Council 
is in place and consists of the Rector, Brian Cameron, Margaret Kasurak, Ian Miles 
and Ann Chaplin.  Margaret has agreed to serve as Rector’s Warden.  Note: Duty 
Wardens will be asked to stay on until the end of March.

6. Rector’s Report:

a) Ann Chaplin has agreed to fill out the rest of Elliott Youden’s term on Parish 
Council as member at large.  Gloria Fox moved approval, seconded by Emmy 
Verdun, adopted by consensus.  It was noted that Parish Council may act as 
Vestry between Vestry meetings.  Beth will announce Ann Chaplin as the new 
member on Sunday.

b) Mitzi is absent due to illness but is recovering.

c) Bryan is thankful for having been on the Pastoral Care Committee but is 
stepping down because of conflict with his studies at St. Paul’s.  We need a 
volunteer to serve on this committee to facilitate reporting back to Parish 
Council.
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d) St. Paul’s has asked St. John’s to take on Ryan Boivin as a student.  The Rector 
has agreed.  He will start by observing and then begin his internship after 
Christmas.

e) The Rector laid out some new ideas for Christmas (ideas she has already 
discussed with Gordon Johnson and  the Wardens.

(i) The 4 pm Christmas Eve service will be replaced by a  7pm service 
which will be advertized to the Community and our parish.  It will be 
styled as a bedtime story, with quiet music and child-friendly 
eucharist.

(ii) 9:30PM to 10:15PM There will be a casual carol sing around the piano,
perhaps with hot apple cider served from the Narthex.
10:30 to Midnight: the traditional Christmas Eve service.

Note:  It was agreed that most people prefer real bread at the Eucharist, but wafers 
will still be available to people who need a gluten-free alternative.

f) The Rector will be away from Dec. 8th to 10th, taking the last three days remaining 
of her holidays.

g)The Bishop will be coming on Jan. 4th, perhaps including confirmation.  A reception
will follow. NB: Since the meeting, the Bishop has informed us that he will now be 
coming on January 11th.

It was agreed that it would be good to involve kids in altar guild activities.

The Rector reported that 20 People came out for her Pub night, 18 for Anglican’s 
Now and 30 for the Hymn Sing and Pot luck lunch.  A men’s lunch is being organized 
by Douglas Warnock.

A big thank you to Stephen Giles for  organizing the painting crews!

7. Introduction of 3 policies for initial consultation

Reed Smith introduced the three policies for PC consideration:

(i) Workplace Harassment
(ii) Workplace Violence
(iii) Information Concerning Financial Donations

Members are asked to send any comments by email to Reed..  We will have a 
discussion at our November meeting.
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8. Committee Meeting Summaries

a) Building Committee

Stephen Giles submitted minutes of the Building committee by email but presented 
some highlights at the meeting.

 Beth reported that The Well wishes to participate on the Green Team
 Hans reported that work on the Open Doors project is progressing other than

delivery of the new exterior doors.  The City requirement that the ramp must 
be closer to the church requires additional snow guard and de-icing cables 
long the roof (Stephen has received quotations from 2 firms).  A surplus of 
$14,423 in the capital budget will be transferred to the Open Doors project  
plus $11,000 from next year.  This transfer was approved by corporation.

 Hans Stenman is going to look into air conditioning for the Nave using the 
existing heating and distribution system.

 Stephen suggested having volunteer crews working for 2 Saturdays to paint 
the corridors (subsequently done).  Jesse is almost finished painting the 
Parish Hall.

 Motion detectors have been placed in the washrooms to control lighting
 The rolling fire door between the nave and the corridor is being looked at as 

there is a danger of someone getting crushed fingers when opening or closing
it.

 Beth added the good news that the new commercial dishwasher can be 
installed without changing the present countertop.

Adrian Cloete moved a motion to accept the report, second by Reed Smith.  Agreed.

9. Treasurer’s Report

Emmy Verdun reported that she is waiting for the final details on the mortgage from 
the Diocesan Extension Fund for the Open  Doors project before she can input the 
details in our financial statements. Givings are close to our forecasst in the approved 
budget. Revenues from the parking lot are approximately $3,000 lower than last 
year at this time.  The Community Shop revenue is down because of closure during 
the renovations.  Other expenses, which include HST paid, are higher than forecast 
due to the Open Doors project, but we will get 69% back through the HST rebate.  If 
we take out the Open Doors project, the deficit is $13,000.  Emmy will email us an 
updated statement.  She will also be attending a Diocesan workshop on new soft 
ware for parish use.  If we are going to implement it we should do so by January 1st.

Note:  Leslie agreed to poll us on date for next meeting since both she and Beth
would be absent on the scheduled date for November.

The meeting adjourned with the Grace at 9:40pm
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Note: it was subsequently agreed to hold the next Parish Council meeting on 
Nov. 25th with coffee at 7 and meeting at 7:15.
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