
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

NOVEMBER 25, 2014
7:00 PM Coffee/ 7:15 Meeting

Present:  Leslie Giddings (Chair), Beth Bretzlaff (Rector),  Emmy Verdun (Treasurer), Linda 
Clippingdale (Secretary), Brian Cameron, Stephen Giles, Gloria Fox, Douglas Warnock, Ann 
Chaplin, Adrian Cloete, Ryan Boivin (St. Paul’s student)

Regrets: Bryan Bondy, Michelle Smulders, Robert Green, Margaret Kasurak, Reed Smith, Barbara 
Dorrell.

1. Opening Prayer and Reflection
Gloria offered the opening prayer, lighting a candle in memory of Parish Council member Mitzi 
Campbell, who died in hospital this past week.

2. Welcoming
Leslie welcomed Ryan Boivin to our meeting.  He is a postulant at St. Paul’s and will begin an 
internship here at St. John’s in the New Year.  She also welcomed a new member of Parish 
Council, Ann Chaplin, who will complete the remainder of Elliot Youden’s term.  

3. Approval of Agenda and October minutes
The Rector’s report and the Treasurer’s report were added to the agenda items.  Adrian Cloete 
moved acceptance of the agenda and the October minutes, seconded by Emmy Verdun.  Agreed 
by consensus.

4. Committee Reports

(i) Christian Education Committee: Douglas Warnock
An extensive Winter and Spring Program has been planned in consultation with the Pastoral 
Care and Stewardship Committees, individual parishioners, Beth and Gordon. A brochure with 
all the details will be distributed in December. 

(ii) AIDS Committee:  Douglas Warnock
Douglas reported that the last Sunday in January will be the last Eucharist and meeting of the 
AIDS Committee.  Douglas subsequently added that the AIDS Committee is not disbanding – 
just stopping the monthly services – and that the committee will continue to support the 
HIV/AIDS community by promoting events like Taste for Life, the AIDS Walk and World AIDS 
Day.  Beth thanked the Committee for their years of hard work and for their insights provided 
to the parish and beyond.

(iii) Stewardship Committee:  Ann Chaplin
A visitation is being planned for January; Ann will have further details at the next PC meeting. 
The Committee is pleased with the response to the poster “I support St. John’s because…”
Bill Broughton will be stepping down as Chair of the Committee after 7 long years.  Beth and 
Ann thanked Bill for his fabulous work during this period.
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(iv) Communications:  Adrian Cloete
Adrian reported that Algonquin College’s advertising students will create a branding strategy for 
us in early 2015, and another Algonquin class will create a Social Media Strategy. As well, a 
student will be placed with us for 3-6 hours per week from April to August – at no cost to us – to 
help implement the new strategy. Jane Waterson of the Diocese’s Communications Advisory 
Panel has asked St. John’s to be part of a branding pilot program that could be extended to other
parishes.  She is also currently reviewing our draft submission for a $700.00 grant offered by the 
Panel for parishes to develop new logos and signs.  Adrian will approach the organizers of Doors 
Open Ottawa 2015 to register St. John’s as a participant. Stephen has written an article for 
Crosstalk on our Open Doors project.  Leslie lauded Adrian’s work as a prime example of taking 
on a project as a champion.

(v) RAG: Brian Cameron 
There is a lot on the horizon for RAG, with the arrival of the Abbas family and two other 
sponsorships looming. Beth and Brian had a very productive discussion with RAG about its 
structure and finances, and how its work could be better integrated into the parish.  There was 
consensus that RAG should be represented on the Parish Council and that the refugee ministry 
should be part of a larger social justice/outreach ministry, including PWRDF and the pastoral care
ministry.  As well, over the next 6 months, St. John’s should be reaching out to other parishes to 
join in supporting the refugee ministry, and we should develop a list of resources that could 
support the ministry within and without St. John’s. The next PC retreat will discuss some of the 
above issues. Meanwhile, John Campbell has agreed to be interim chair of RAG for the next two 
years. 

(vi) Building Committee: Stephen Giles
Beth advised that Hans Stenman wishes to retire as Chair at the end of the year, and that 
Stephen has volunteered to be the new Chair. Stephen reported on various repairs that are 
underway inside and outside the church. Hans is checking with an air conditioning subcontractor
to obtain a budget price for air conditioning the office area and Jim Cummings is waiting for a 
report about air conditioning the nave.  There is some belief that air conditioning costs could be 
offset by increased rental revenues. There is a surplus of $15,903 in the Building Committee’s 
2014 capital budget.  At the December meeting the Committee will look at budget items for next
year, and then bring it to Parish Council for approval. Parish Council expressed a big thank you to 
Stephen for all this work.

On another topic, it was noted that we need new guidelines for committees: for example, term 
limits for members, and attendance requirements at meetings.  These issue will be considered 
by the new Parish Council.

5.  Discussion of Draft Policies on Workplace Violence and Harassment and on Financial 
Donations to St. John’s

In response to comments received, two versions of the Workplace Harassment and Violence will be 
prepared: one for employees which they will need to sign, and the other a statement of principles 
and procedures for complaints that will apply to volunteers.

Reed had proposed that the Financial Donations policy be discussed at the PC retreat with a 
moderator to guide the discussion.  However, Ann pointed out that the new Parish Council would 
need to be brought up to speed on this issue.  Outgoing Parish Council members would also like to 
be part of the discussion. It was agreed that the timing of the moderated discussion will be left up 
to Corporation.  
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6. Nominating Committee 
Brian reported that a first meeting of the Committee has been held and there is a promising list of 
proposed members.  Our Treasurer, Emmy Verdun, has held her position for six years and would like
to step down.  She is willing to help train a new person and write up some guidelines for the 
position.  She will also do the financial statements for 2014.  She noted it is helpful that Kim (parish 
administrator) now does the cheques.  Parish Council thanked Emmy for the outstanding job she 
has done over the past years.

7. Open Doors Project
Brian reported that we are so close to being finished – if only the doors would arrive.  The frames 
are done and the inside window template is ready.  Unfortunately a number of challenges during 
construction, including the City requiring a number of changes to the design, have led to a 10% 
increase in the cost.  

8. Request for Financial support for the retirement of the Cathedral debt in Iqaluit 
Stephen Giles, who attended a special session at Synod with a representative of the Archdiocese in 
the Arctic, proposed that St. John’s donate $500.00 towards paying down the debt of the Cathedral. 
After some discussion it was regretfully decided that the request falls outside this year’s proposed 
budget.  Next year there needs to be more discussion around our outreach budget.

9. Treasurer’s Report
Emmy distributed copies of the income and expense statement to the end of October.  At this point 
in the year, income and expenses should be about 83% of the budgeted amount.  Total revenues, at 
74%, are lower than expected.  While givings are $8,000 higher than they were last year at this 
time, they are at 79% rather than 83% of the total amount in the budget.  Revenues from the 
Community Shop are $10,000 lower than last year at this time, because the Shop was closed for 
some weeks during construction.

Emmy also noted that Corporation had approved the recommendation to close the Altar Guild’s 
separate bank account and transfer these funds to St. John’s main account.  The balance transferred
was over $12,000.00, which can be used for Altar linens and vestments as well as new decorations 
for the church.

10. Rector’s Report
 Beth asked about the future of the altar rails in the nave, which have been put away during the 

renovations.  The consensus was to not put them back in use.
 Beth thanked Ryan Boivin for his presence at the meeting and for his student internship which 

will begin in the New Year.
 Beth will be meeting with a priest in the coming days about a part time position with our parish.
 The Pastoral Care Committee has designed a simple service for Mitzi Campbell after the main 

service this coming Sunday (from 12 – 12:30)
 Gordon Johnson has agreed that Kim should now coordinate the music rentals for our building.

11. Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Dec. 16th starting with a pot luck at 6PM.  Ann Chaplin has graciously 
offered to host this get together at her house: 24 Arundel Ave.

The meeting  closed with the Grace at 9: 40.
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